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Answers	for:	Life	on	the	Frontier:	p	150-155	
	
GQs:	What	motivated	people	to	move	to	the	American	frontier?	What	were	the	
consequences	of	this	movement?	
	
Directions:	Answer	on	a	separate	sheet	of	paper.	Use	the	text	as	a	starting	point	but	use	
your	own	understandings	and	inferences	to	develop	your	answers	completely.	
	
1. a.	What	is	a	frontier?	I	want	you	to	come	up	with	a	general	definition	here.	Think	
about	it	as	a	border	that	separates	two	things.	What	does	it	separate?	Think	
about	the	frontier	as	an	idea	rather	than	a	fixed	place.		
	
A frontier is a border between what is known and unknown, discovered and undiscovered. 
To the Europeans, it was the border between what they considered settled and 
unsettled, civilized and uncivilized. The frontier is not a fixed place; it moves over time. 
It also is not the same for all people. Different groups of people have different 
knowledge and therefore different frontiers. 
 
b.	What	are	some	examples	of	frontiers	today?	

	
	 The ocean floor, Antarctica, space, our genes, the bacteria in our bodies, etc. 

	
2. a.	In	that	time	period,	where	was	the	frontier?		
	
The Appalachian mountains were generally the frontier for western settlement. 
 
b.	What	was	beyond	the	frontier?	

	
There were many Indian groups who lived on the other side of the frontier. Much of 
that land was wilderness and forestland. There were also some French settlements 
beyond the frontier.  

	
3. a.	What	was	life	like	in	the	frontier	in	that	time	period?		

	
Life was dangerous on the frontier. Settlers would often run into Indians who were not 
friendly to British settlers trying to take their land. Because it was so far from other 
colonists on the East coast, there were no governments and people had to take care of 
themselves. This provided both danger and opportunity for people willing to take risks. 
	
b.	Why	did	people	move	to	the	frontier?	Why	not	stay	in	a	safer	place?	If	you	say	
people	went	to	the	frontier	to	seek	opportunity,	why	did	they	lack	opportunity	
where	they	came	from?	



People came for land and opportunity. Land in Europe was claimed and owned. People 
came to America for a chance to own their own land and improve their lives. Because 
the land on the coast was settled and taken, the only opportunities were to go out to 
the extent of British settlement on the frontier and try to claim land there and maybe 
fight for it.  

	
	
	
4. a.	What	responsibility	did	Britain	have	for	its	colonies?	
	
Part of Britain’s responsibility was to protect its colonists from attack and keep them 
safe because they were part of the empire.  
 
b.	How	did	people	moving	to	the	frontier	cause	conflict	between	the	American	
colonists	and	Britain?	

	
Britain wanted to save money and prevent conflict and settlers moving west where they 
couldn't easily be protected put Britain in a bad position. These settlers caused fights 
with Indians and eventually with the French. 

	
	
	
	


