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Causes	of	the	French	and	Indian	War	
	

	
	
1.	What	were	the	causes	of	the	French	and	Indian	War?	Identify	both	the	short	term	
cause	and	long	term	causes.		
	
a. There	was	one	short	term	cause	and	
	
In 1754, George Washington led a group of 150 men whose goal was to get the French 
to leave Fort Duquesne which was built on land the British believed belonged to them. 
On their way to the fort, Washington’s party attacked a scouting party of 10 
Frenchman. This battle started the French and Indian War. 
 

b. At	least	three	long	term	causes.	
	

The British and their colonists had signed many treaties with many different groups of 
Indians and had broken them. Most Indians didn’t trust them and looked for the 
opportunity to fight against them. 
 



The American colonists were consistently pushing out onto Indian land on the frontier 
and the Indians wanted to fight to stop them.  
 
The French and British had claimed the same land in North America and fought to 
settle whose land it was. 
 
France made a lot of money trading with the Indians for furs that were valuable in 
Europe. The British started to get involved in the fur and started paying higher prices 
which hurt the French fur trade business.  
 

2.	The	war	was	mainly	fought	between	the	British	and	the	French	but	who	else	fought	
in	this	war?	Make	a	list	of	each	side.	
	
French British 
French from Europe 
French colonists from America 
Indian allies including the Huron 

British from Europe  
American colonists 
Indian allies including the Iroquois 

	
3.	Role	of	the	Indians	in	this	war.	
	
a. Why	did	the	Indians	mainly	choose	the	French	side?		
	
Unlike the British, the French did not move to America in massive numbers 
which led them not to take up as much land. The French did not fight 
many wars with Indians to take land for themselves. The French had good 
relationships with most Indian groups, trading with them and learning from 
them. Many French colonists in America hunted and trapped furs along 
with the Indians. 
	

b. What	was	the	main	goal	of	the	Indians	in	fighting	in	this	war?		
	
The Indians wanted to stay on their land and have it remain theirs into the 
future. Many Indians fighting in this war had dealt with the British and 
Americans and wanted to defeat them to hopefully remain on their land. 
	

c. Why	were	most	of	the	Indians	eager	to	fight	against	Britain	and	its	American	
colonists?	

 
The Indians fought against the Britain and its American colonists because 
they were the ones most likely to force the Indians off their land and 
settle it. This was happening at the time of the war and the Indians hoped 
that if they helped the French win that the Indians could stay on their 
own land. 


