
American	  Revolution	  Day	  2	  
	  
	  
EQ:	  What	  caused	  the	  American	  Revolution?	  
	  
Directions:	  Answer	  the	  questions	  completely	  in	  the	  space	  provided.	  
	  
	  
1.	  What	  were	  the	  relationships	  among	  the	  American	  Colonies	  before	  the	  French	  and	  Indian	  War?	  
How	  did	  they	  view	  each	  other?	  
	  
The different colonies interacted in some ways like trade but mostly the colonies were 
independent of each other. Most had their own governments and were settled by different 
groups of people. Each colony was almost like a separate country with stronger ties to 
England than they had to each other.  
	  
	  
	  
	  
2a.	  What	  was	  the	  Albany	  Congress?	  What	  happened	  there?	  What	  were	  its	  goals?	  
	  
	  
The Albany conference was a gathering of representatives from seven different colonies 
whose main goal was to gain more Indian allies (primarily the Iroquois) and to figure out a 
common defense strategy because the French and Indian War had just started. At this 
Congress, Benjamin Franklin proposed his Albany Plan for Union to create a unified 
government for the colonies.  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
2b.	  Why	  was	  it	  important?	  Think	  about	  the	  relationships	  among	  the	  colonies	  prior	  to	  this	  event.	  
Look	  back	  at	  your	  answers	  for	  question	  #1	  for	  ideas.	  
	  
This was important because it was the first time representatives from a bunch of 
different colonies got together. Though they were not successful, this was an important 
step toward the colonies cooperating and discussing common problems. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



The	  following	  cartoon	  was	  drawn	  by	  Benjamin	  Franklin	  to	  support	  his	  Plan	  of	  Union	  proposed	  at	  the	  
Albany	  Congress,	  1754.	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
3.	  Context:	  What	  was	  going	  on	  in	  1754	  that	  would	  help	  us	  understand	  this	  cartoon?	  You	  should	  
look	  back	  to	  chapter	  3	  as	  well	  as	  4	  to	  answer	  this	  question.	  
	  
The fighting in the French and Indian War had just begun and the colonists realized that 
they were vulnerable to attacks from the French and the Indians. 
	  
	  
	  	  
	  
4.	  What	  is	  the	  message	  of	  this	  cartoon?	  Explain	  your	  ideas.	  
	  
	  
This cartoon tries to convince the colonies to create a common union and take common 
actions and unite because if they didn’t they would be dead. The colonies were physically 
connected the way a snake is and if the colonies continued to stay separate they would 
die the way a snake would if it were cut up into separate pieces. The snake was a common 
symbol in this time period (I'm really not sure why). 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
5.	  The	  Colonies	  ended	  up	  rejecting	  the	  Albany	  Plan	  for	  Union	  that	  was	  proposed.	  Why	  do	  you	  think	  
that	  happened?	  Look	  back	  to	  question	  #1	  for	  ideas.	  
	  
The colonies were very used to being independent of each other and each colony did not 
want to give up any power to a new government. For a government to exist that united 
the colonies, that new government would have to take power from each colony and they 
were not willing to do that. The people had no history of cooperating and didn’t trust each 
other. Be sure to understand that this was not a plan for independence or a plan that was 
meant to go against England. Part of the plan was that England would still control the 
colonies but that the colonies would cooperate and make joint decisions. 


