
EQ: How should we characterize Columbus and his legacy? 

We should characterize Columbus and his legacy positively. Columbus was an 

intelligent person who had a good effect on the Americas. His voyages (indirectly) 

started the Columbian Exchange, which had mostly positive effects on both America 

and Europe. He was a (mainly, because nobody is perfect) good person, and should 

be credited for it. Columbus played a big part in shaping our country, which is a very 

important aspect when characterizing a person. 

We should characterize Columbus and his legacy positively because of the good 

effects of the Columbian Exchange, which was a descending event of Columbus’ 

journey. In the Columbian Exchange, crops like corn and potatoes, which have many 

uses, were traded. Because these crops can grow in almost any setting, they were 

extremely useful to both the Europeans and the Indians. Many useful grains and 

livestock were given to the Indians by the Europeans, and in return the Europeans got 

turkeys, cacao beans, and many other useful foods/crops from the Indians. This 

benefitted the Europeans because they got new crops that they needed a lot. The 



Indians benefitted because they got different types of animals, whereas before they 

only had turkeys. Even though the trade brought the Indians diseases (like smallpox 

and measles) that killed them off, he didn’t know that it was going to happen, so he 

can’t really be blamed. This trade happened because Columbus sailed to America and 

wrote to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella about the people there. Of course, he 

didn’t know what he was starting, or even that it was America. He was only doing what 

he thought was right. Even though it wasn’t intentional, Columbus made a positive 

effect on the world in this way. Therefore, we should characterize him and his legacy 

positively. 

As well as starting the Columbian Exchange, Columbus had good personal traits, too. 

He was a good sailor, as he knew about longitude and latitude. This was extremely 

important for a sailor going through unknown seas. He also knew that compasses 

weren’t always correct, so he knew to use other, more accurate methods of telling 

direction. In addition to being intelligent and having done research for sailing, 

Columbus was persistent. He didn’t give up when trying to get his voyages sponsored, 



nor did he give up at sea. He could have decided to turn around and go back to Spain, 

but he didn’t. He was driven and determined to get to Cathay, and even though he 

didn’t, he got to a new place with different goods to trade. His determination had paid 

off. He was admired by his country, as they were supporting his journeys each time. 

Even though they were skeptical the first time, he was so sure of himself that he 

persuaded them to agree with him and support him. The Spaniards respected him with 

a reason, so we should respect him with that reason as well. 

    A final reason that we should characterize Columbus positively is because he 

“started” America as we know it. This is our home, and it would be very different if 

Columbus hadn’t come here. We might not have had contact with the Europeans, 

Africans, or Asians if Columbus hadn’t created the relationship between the Eastern 

and Western hemispheres. Even though others may have found America, too, they 

might not have done what he did. Bjarni found America by accident, but he just came 

and left, not taking anyone or anything with him, not leaving any big marks behind. If 

Columbus had never come, then our society would probably contain all Native 



American aspects. We wouldn’t have all of the diverse cultures and backgrounds that 

we have now, because nobody with diverse cultures and/or backgrounds would even 

know about America, let alone come here. Columbus helped shape our societies and 

communities in unimaginable ways. When characterizing Columbus’ legacy, we look at 

what he left behind (because that’s what a legacy is). Columbus left behind organized 

communities for us to live in, even if he had no idea about it. 

    In conclusion, Columbus (and his legacy) should be characterized positively. 

Columbus’ voyages led to the Columbian Exchange, which was good for both sides of 

the world. He was a decent man, and had good attributes to go with his 

accomplishments, and he was a very important figure in the production of America as 

a country and as a continent. Consequently, we should think of Columbus and his 

legacy positively because he had mostly good intentions for everything he did. 


