
 As other European explorers were looking for a way to Asia heading east from Europe, 

a sailor named Christopher Columbus decided to head to the West in order to find the 

wanted destination for Spain. He believed that if he journeyed west from Spain – the 

country he was sailing for – he would end up in Japan. However, he didn’t know that 

the Americas were to the West of his home country and accidentally landed in this 

terrain that was new to his hemisphere of the world. His finding of this new land mass 

for the Eastern Hemisphere did have some positive effects. This means people should 

characterize Columbus and his legacy positively and not negatively. 

    Columbus and his legacy should be characterized positively because he 

accomplished something that others believed was very unlikely to happen by having 

good personal traits. That accomplishment was discovering the Americas. Granted, he 

didn’t really “discover” the Americas because it is said the Natives and the Vikings 

found them before him, however, he did discover that there was land to the West of 

Europe other than Asia and some water. This was still a big revelation in its self since 

Europe didn’t know about this earlier. However, before he could set off on his voyage 



he had to find a sponsor. As he did, it also showed the type of man Columbus was 

because as he was trying to get someone with enough funds to sponsor his journey, 

everyone he asked put him down. They didn’t believe that it was possible for him to 

sail west and find land. This didn’t put Columbus down, though, he self-persevered and 

soon King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain sponsored him. This showed he had 

determination and confidence; positive attributes of him that people should see as a 

reason to see him as a good person. He had confidence in himself and his dreams 

which led him to achieve a goal that seemed too far to reach and to come across 

something new. 

    To add on to his accomplishment, Columbus and his legacy should be seen 

positively because his voyages led to the important and beneficial Columbian 

Exchange. As stated before, the Western and Eastern Hemispheres didn’t know each 

other existed so they weren’t linked for many years. As they each were left alone, the 

people, animals, plants, food, and ideas of a hemisphere were developed differently 

from the other. However, on Columbus’ second voyage a link was created between the 



two, and that was caused by the new items Columbus brought over to each 

hemisphere from the other. Many of the things he brought were new food to Europe, 

Africa, and Asia that helped to boost the population of these places. To the Americas, 

he brought over some livestock, weapons, and other inventions that gave the Natives 

some new resources, but at the same time brought over diseases in which the Natives 

weren’t resistant to and so were killed by them. Some may see this as the main fault of 

his voyages and would see him and his legacy negatively. However, no one of his time 

knew about sciences and the affects germs had on people. They most likely believed 

God has forsaken them when they were sick since to the people, religion seemed to 

control everything back then. Columbus didn’t kill most of the Natives through disease 

on purpose and even if he didn’t had made it to the Americas the viruses would have 

still spread to that part of the world because that’s what viruses are made to do. No 

matter the way you see it, this was still a big part of history because it connected the 

world, changed many lives (for the better and for the worse), and basically changed 



the whole world. When you face the facts, you have to consider this as a good thing 

Columbus started. 

    We should also characterize Columbus and his legacy positively since his voyages 

led to European colonization. Many years after his voyages the Spanish had colonized 

Hispaniola – one of the islands Columbus found. History does say the Spaniards 

colonized this land by force since they killed many of the Natives that lived there to 

take over the land, but the reason for this was that the people of Spain and many parts 

of Europe weren’t used to having others believe differently than they did. If someone 

did, then, they thought that person was trying to get in their way of being a better 

Christian and so they killed them. This shouldn’t affect the way we see Columbus and 

his legacy because he had no control over how people thought of others. That was the 

thought process the government of Spain had set for their people and Columbus could 

do nothing to change that so we shouldn’t factor these Native deaths into his legacy. 

Ignoring that, the Spanish colonization led to more European colonization. More 

European countries sent explorers out to find this new land so they could claim it and 



have more of something than other European countries. This was all because of 

Columbus finding the Americas which led to the Spanish colonization which finally led 

to other countries becoming envious. Furthermore, if no Europeans came to this land it 

would’ve been harder to build the U.S.A, Canada, Mexico, or any other country of this 

region the way they did. Therefore, we should see Columbus and his legacy in a good 

way. 

       After Columbus’ “discovery” of the Americas, many events took place. Some of 

which were very bad, but weren’t necessarily Columbus’ fault. Others of which that 

were very good and should be noted while analyzing Columbus’ legacy and Columbus 

in general. If we think open mindedly, we should see why Columbus and his legacy are 

positive things in history and shouldn’t be considered that negatively. 


