
Columbus’s legacy shouldn’t be characterized as positive or negative since all the 

consequences were a group effort. Discovering  the Americas, the Columbian 

Exchange, and ignorance of  basic human rights were all things that many people 

contributed to. 

    Columbus’s legacy shouldn’t be characterized as positive or negative because 

discovering the Americas was a group effort, not just Columbus. Although Columbus 

did initially have the idea that he could reach Asia by sailing straight through the 

Atlantic Ocean, none of it would have been possible without the help of King Ferdinand 

and Queen Isabella of spain. Every person Columbus asked to sponsor him before 

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain said no. They gave him the 3 ships, the 

Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María and some sailors needed to sail the ships. 

Without king Ferdinand and Queen Isabella Columbus would have no ships or sailors 

to make the trip with, making it impossible to sail. Also Columbus wouldn't have been 

able to make the journey without the sailors. Suppose there wasn’t anyone qualified to 

help manage the ships, Columbus could not have sailed one ship by himself, never 



mind three. Although he was extremely smart and advanced for his time, he could not 

have sailed a ship by himself because at that point in time everything was done 

manually and there are just too many things for one person to manage on a ship. He 

would have to manage the sail, guide the ship, and figure out where to go at the same 

time and he would have to sleep at some point. Discovering America was a positive 

consequence overall because it spread information about the world and gave people a 

better understanding of the world, but since it wouldn’t have been possible without help 

from the king and queen of Spain, the sailors, and Columbus, it isn’t fair just too 

characterize Columbus because so many people contributed to the outcome. 

Columbus’s legacy shouldn’t be characterized as positive or negative because the 

Columbian Exchange was a group effort, not just Columbus. Many different foods and 

animals were exchanged between the Eastern and Western Hemispheres and it took 

many people to help transport those foods and animals. One person did not transport 

the foods and animals from the Americas all the way across the world to Europe. The 

Indians would have to have been farming the food and breeding animals before the 



Spanish discover them and there would have been other people in Europe farming 

their food and breeding their animals. When it came for the time for goods to be 

transported many steps would have to be taken. There would be a few people stocking 

the goods onto the ships, then a few more people sailing the ships, when they get to 

their destination other people take control of the goods, the goods will then be planted 

or breed by other people, and the goods would eventually be spread around the world 

by trade, causing an  Agricultural Revolution By having more food in Europe, there was 

room for more people, causing the population to increase rapidly. All of that could not 

have been done by one person, many people contributed to the spreading of the food. 

Diseases were also brought from the Western Hemisphere to the Eastern Hemisphere 

because the Indians had not been exposed to those animals and did not have 

immunity to the diseases they carried, so many of them died. This would not have 

been possible by  just one person. Animals had been brought over to the Indians by 

the Europeans.The animals would than have  to been  traded amongst the Indians, 

eventually spreading all across the Americas by each tribe trading with it’s neighbors. 



Even if the animals had not been spread across the Americas the Indians could spread 

the diseases by interacting with each other, the disease would travel from person to 

person, killing the victims. Many people contributed to the diseases spreading, 

decreasing the Indian population drastically. The Columbian exchange had both 

positive and negative outcomes, but since many people contributed to the Columbian 

Exchange and it’s effects it shouldn’t be characterized as just Columbus’s legacy. 

 Columbus’s legacy shouldn’t be characterized as positive or negative because the 

ignorance of human rights were a group effort. Some would say that Columbus should 

be  characterized negatively because of how he treated the Indians, but he wasn’t the 

only one who treated them the way he did, At that point in time basic human rights 

were ignored and slavery was considered something normal around the Western 

Hemisphere and was not frowned upon like it is today. Columbus did not start slavery, 

although he did help start Native American slavery and helped start black slavery in 

America, but slavery did exist before him. Again others might argue that if he treated 

the Indians with respect he could have avoided Native American slavery, killing the 



Indians, and torturing them, but even if he did have different views on basic human 

rights he needed to please the king and queen of Spain, his sponsors and convince 

them they made the right choice trusting him even though he did not sail to Asia,like he 

promised. If the king and queen had a problem with what he was doing they would 

have immediately stopped him because they were the ones in charge since they with 

the money. Also, even if Columbus did not treat the Indians poorly the sailors could 

have continued to do so because they perceived him as their boss, not like a “hero” 

like some perceive as today because to them he was just another person, while to 

people now he “discovered” America, reconnecting the Eastern and Western 

Hemispheres after about 15,000 years of separation.. Many of the most vile events 

happened after Columbus was dead, he couldn’t have been involved in something if he 

was dead, so others are definitely involved in this. After Columbus died the Spanish 

continued to ignore the Indian’s basic human rights and became more violent. The 

Spanish, having gone mad with power and their thirst for gold attacked towns, killing 

everyone in sight, not sparing children, elderly, or pregnant women and when they did 



kill them they went as far as to cut the into pieces. They even tore infants away from 

their mothers and threw them into rivers. This was definitely  one of the negative 

consequences that followed discovering America, but since many people contributed 

to all of the vile acts and ignorance of basic human rights, not just columbus, it can’t be 

characterized as just Columbus’s legacy. 

 Discovering  the Americas, the Columbian Exchange, and the ignorance of  basic 

human rights were all things that many people contributed to, because of this it isn’t 

fair to just characterize it as Columbus’s legacy. So Columbus’s legacy should not be 

characterized as negative or positive because it was a group effort and so many 

different people contributed to different events. 


