
Rubric—UNIT	ESSAY	–	Was	conflict	between	the	English	and	Powhatan	Inevitable?	
 

Name:		 	
	 	

	 	

Performance	
Indicators	

Thoroughly	Done		
(7-6)	

Satisfactory		
(5-4)	

Developing		
(3-2)	

No	Credit		
(1)	

Score	

	
	

Arguing	and	
reasoning	your	
thesis	and	

answering	the		
Essential	
Question	

	
	

	

Point	of	view	is	clear,	
persuasive,	and	
effectively	developed	
throughout	the	essay.			
	
Student	clearly	and	
logically	reasons	the	
connection	between	the	
historical	evidence	used	
to	the	EQ/thesis	in	each	
paragraph.	
	

Point	of	view	is	discussed	
throughout	the	essay.		
Discussion	could	be	more	
persuasive	and	complete.		
	
Student	attempts	to	reason	
the	connection	between	
evidence	provided	to	the	
EQ/thesis	in	each	paragraph.	
Does	a	good	job	but	could	be	
more	thorough,	clear,	or	
explicit.		

EQ	is	mentioned	or	
implied	but	not	discussed	
clearly.		Is	not	persuasive.	
	
	
Student	attempts	to	but	
does	not	effectively	
reason	the	connection	
between	evidence	and	
the	EQ/thesis.	
	
	
	

No	discussion	of	
EQ.		No	argument	
is	presented.	
	
	
No/little	attempt	
to	support	thesis	
or	answer	EQ.	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Criterion	A	
	
	

Knowledge	and	
understanding	

	
	

	

Student	effectively	uses	
a	wide	variety	of	
information	from	
throughout	the	unit.	
Considers	contrary	
evidence	effectively.	
Event	descriptions	are	
clear,	detailed,	accurate,	
and	complete.		
	
	
Discussion	includes	
analysis	of	events	and	
shows	a	thorough,	
accurate	understanding	
of	the	material.	

Student	includes	a	variety	
information	from	the	unit	in	
the	essay.		Could	have	
included	more.	
	
	
Events	described	in	some	
detail.		Descriptions	could	be	
more	complete	or	clear.	
	
	
Description	of	events	shows	a	
good	understanding	of	the	
material.	Attempts	to	analyze	
but	not	always	effectively.	
Could	have	included	more	
relevant	facts	and	
information.	

Student	includes	a	very	
limited	amount	of	
information	from	the	unit	
in	this	essay.		Or	does	not	
focus	on	specific	events.	
	
Student	mentions	rather	
than	discusses.		May	
oversimplify	information	
or	uses	incorrect	facts	in	
essay.	
	
Description	of	events	
shows	a	very	limited	
understanding	of	content	
from	the	unit.	
	

The	student	
shows	very	little	
knowledge	and	
understanding	of	
the	subject	
matter	through	
the	use	of	
incorrect	facts,	
vocabulary	and	
language.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	



Rubric—UNIT	ESSAY	–	Was	conflict	between	the	English	and	Powhatan	Inevitable?	
 

Organization,	Structure,	and	Writing	style	 Your	Score	
	 Well	Done	7-6-5	 Satisfactorily	Done	4-3	 Poorly	Done	2-1	 	
Clarity	of	writing	 Overall	writing	style	is	

clear,	logical,	and	easily	
understood.		Ideas	flow	
smoothly	throughout	the	
essay.	Avoided	unnecessary	
words	and	phrases.	

Overall	writing	style	
communicates	ideas	
effectively	but	lacks	some	
clarity	or	logic	in	
development.	Mostly	
avoided	unnecessary	
words	and	phrases.	

Overall	writing	style	is	
confused	and	difficult	to	
understand.		Many	
unnecessary	words	and	
phrases.	
	

Holistic	Development	 Overall	essay	is	logically	
developed	and	organized.	
Student	builds	upon	ideas	
throughout	essay	by	
referring	back	to	previous	
ideas.		

Student	mostly	develops	
essay	as	a	series	of	
somewhat	related	
paragraphs.	Does	not	
effectively	connect	ideas	
throughout	essay	but	
attempts	to	

Essay	reads	as	a	series	of	
independent	paragraphs.	
No	attempt	to	connect	
paragraphs	or	ideas	
together	or	to	build	
larger	ideas	over	the	
essay.	

Topic	Sentences	 Each	paragraph	has	an	
effectively	written	topic	
sentence	that	states	a	point	
that	accurately	describes	
the	paragraph	and	relates	
to	the	thesis.		

Each	paragraph	has	a	
topic	sentence	but	may	
not	effectively	state	the	
point	of	the	paragraph,	
properly	describe	it	or	
relate	to	the	thesis.	

Student	does	not	include	
effectively	written	topic	
sentences.	

Transition	Sentences	 Student	uses	effective	
transitions	to	help	the	essay	
flow	smoothly	throughout	
the	essay.	

Attempts	to	use	
transitions	but	with	
limited	effectiveness.	

Few	or	no	transitions	
present.	

Proofreading	 Writing	is	mostly	mistake	
free.		Well	edited.	

Some	mistakes	that	were	
easily	fixed.	

Many	mistakes	in	the	
essay.	Needed	to	be	more	
thoroughly	edited.	

Misc.	 5-4	 3-2	 1-0	 Your	Score	
Charts		
	

Charts thoroughly done.  
Each entry has a detailed 
description of both the event 
and significance.	

Charts completed but 
missing info.  Needed 
more thorough entries.	

Not present or completed 
poorly with a lot of 
missing information and 
missing descriptions.	

	

26-24	 23-22	 21-18	 17-15	 14-12	 11-8	 <	8	 Total	
7	 6	 5	 4	 3	 2	 1	 	
	


